@ Virtue of the Month: Acceptance

“Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.” —
Romans 15:7

« Whatls Acceptance?

Acceptance is the gentle art of welcoming others—just as they are. It means seeing
someone’s heart before their habits, their story before their scars. In God’s backyard, every
creature is invited, every child is cherished, and every soul is seen.

Jesus didn’t wait for people to be perfect before loving them. He sat with tax collectors,
healed the hurting, and embraced the outcast. His love was unconditional—and ours can
be too.

Acceptance is not just politeness. It’s grace in action. It’s saying, “You belong here,” even
when someone feels different, unsure, or left out.

(] Bible Verses That Teach Acceptance

¢ Romans 15:7 - “Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to
the glory of God.”

e Galatians 3:28 - “There is neither Jew nor Greek... for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.”

e John 6:37 - “Whoever comes to me | will never drive away.”

e Ephesians 4:2 - “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one

anotherin love.”

. Milo’s Lesson: A Story of Belonging

In Milo the Mouse and the Nest of Belonging, Milo learns that families aren’t about
matching tails—they’re about matching hearts. When Rory the Raccoon’s family adopts
him, Milo discovers that true acceptance is being chosen, welcomed, and loved without

condition.



Activity: The Welcome Wreath
Create a wreath of belonging to hang in your home or classroom.
You’ll need:

e Paperleaves (cut from green, orange, and yellow paper)

e Markers or crayons

e Apaper plate (cut out the center to make a ring)

e Glue ortape
Instructions:

1. On each leaf, write a name of someone you accept and welcome—friends, family,
neighbors, even pets!

2. Add Bible verses or kind words like “You Belong” or “God Loves You.”
3. Glue the leaves around the ring to form a wreath.

4. Hang it on your door as a symbol of open-hearted love.

% Collectible Virtue Badge: Acceptance

Badge Name: The Open Heart

Symbol: A heart-shaped leaf with a cross in the center

Meaning: You’ve learned that acceptance is a gift we give because Christ first gave it to us.
You welcome others with kindness, courage, and grace.

“In the backyard and beyond, acceptance is the soil where friendship and faith grow.”
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ACCEPTANCE

Collect Them All: Virtue Badges

At My-Backyard.org, every story and devotional comes with a special Virtue Badge—a
colorful, faith-based token that celebrates the character of Christ in everyday life. From
Acceptance and Empathy to Courage and Forgiveness, each badge helps children
recognize the virtues God plants in their hearts. With over 50 badges to collect, families
can use our Virtue Binder to store, reflect, and grow together. Whether earned through

stories, activities, or prayer, these badges remind us that spiritual growth is a journey—and
every step matters.



VIRTUE

AWARD
CERTIFICATE

ACCEPTANCE

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

By earning the Virtue of Acceptance Badge,
you have put God’s love into action—
welcoming others with grace, courage,
and a heart like Christ’s.




